To Kill A Mockingbird: Pre-reading Assignment

Please write these responses on a clean sheet of paper.  Spend most of your time on the first two questions, but devote sufficient time and thought to the others. Be thoughtful and mature in your answers.  I expect these answers to be on a 9th grade level.  Also, be honest. Some of you have very specific ideas about childhood/adulthood and have experiences that have pushed you into a more adult role than others.  Your answers will not be shared with the class.

1. In the novel we are about to read, an adult narrator is looking back on an event that happened to her when she was a child.  Even though she is only six years old at the beginning of the story, the narrative voice is far from childish.  In fact, the story is told from a very grown-up perspective, but manages to be funny and innocently honest about her thought processes as a child.  Think back to a definitive moment in your early childhood (something funny, frightening, or significant), and re-tell the story in your adult voice.  Be descriptive and imaginative.

 

2. The setting of the novel we are about to read is extraordinarily important to understanding the events contained within.  Describe your neighborhood or a neighborhood you once lived in.  Explain what it looks like, where it is located, and what the people in it are like.  What are their attitudes and fears?  What do you think about growing up there? Do you plan to stay there as an adult?  How would you say “outsiders” view your town?

 

3. Define innocence in your own words.  Describe someone you know who is innocent. 

 

4. What does it mean to be a grown-up?  How do you know when you are an adult?  Why would someone refer to growing up as a “journey”? 

 

5. Define justice in your own words.  What is the most unjust occurrence you’ve ever heard about? 

 

6. Based on the title of the novel, what do you think this story will be about?  (Hint: No one actually kills a bird at any point.  But what do you think of someone who would do that?  Keep in mind that mockingbirds are small, gray and white songbirds known for mimicking the songs of other birds and are generally considered harmless and even delightful).  

